
 

 

TABLE TWO:  

ARTICLES REFERENCED IN 2022 SMART REPORT 

# Article Finding/Description Notes 
1 Ass’n for the Treatment of Sexual Abusers, Sex 

Offender Registration and Notification (2008) 
Two-page literature review removed from 
the ATSA website, superseded by 2022 
letter supporting the ALI’s Model Penal 
Code registry provisions. https://mem-
bers.atsa.com/ap/CloudFile/Download/-
pRqeNqRr 

 

2 Wright, From Wetterling to Walsh: The Growth of 
Federalization in Sex Offender Policy, 21 Fed. 
Sent’g Rep. 124 (2008) 

Legal discussion of SORNA statute with 
no discussion of whether registries work. 

Not 
empirical 

3 Pittman, Hum. Rts. Watch, Raised on the Registry: 
The Irreparable Harm of Placing Children on Sex 
Offender Registries in the U.S., (2013), available at 
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/-
us0513_ForUpload_1.pdf 

Discusses the impact of registry on the 
lives of juvenile registrants. Does not 
address registry effectiveness. 

Not 
empirical 

4 Freeman & Sandler, The Adam Walsh Act: A False 
Sense of Security or an Effective Public Policy 
Initiative?, 21 Crim. Just. Pol’y Rev. 31 (2010) 

Finds that SORNA tiers are uncorrelated 
with recidivism rates in a group of NY 
registrants. 

 

5 Zgoba et al., A Multi-state Recidivism Study Using 
Static-99R and Static-2002 Risk Scores and Tier 
Guidelines from the Adam Walsh Act (2012), 
available at https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/-
grants/240099.pdf 

Finds that SORNA tiers do not correlate 
with risk as measured by Static-99R. 

Grant 
report 
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6 Letourneau & Armstrong, Recidivism Rates for 
Registered and Nonregistered Juvenile Sex 
Offenders, 20 Sexual Abuse 393 (2008) 

Finds that recidivism rates for juveniles 
are so low that differences between 
groups cannot be detected. 

 

7 Wash. State Inst. for Pub. Pol’y, Does Sex Offender 
Registration and Notification Reduce Crime? A 
Systematic Review of the Research Literature (2009), 
available at http://www.wsipp.wa.gov/ReportFile/-
1043/Wsipp_Does-Sex-Offender-Registration-and-
Notification-Reduce-Crime-A-Systematic-Review-
of-the-Research-Literature_Full-Report.Pdf 

Literature review, no new data. Reviews 
seven studies of registry efficacy. Finds 
that only the two examining Washington’s 
and Minnesota’s registries, but none of 
the others, had a possible effect.   

Not peer-
reviewed 
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